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OUR WORK. 


T 7 iZ^ted in a form more beautiful than ever before. Mr. 
Dutch life is now p journey to Holland for the express purpose 

Allen B. and besl edition of the story, has done his tlork 

of illustrating this appreciative fidelity to nature.” 

w ith rare skill and d, sere PP Mind and Bod % by F . S. Hallowes 

™ Tte aulr says : " The thought, expressed in this 
(Partridge «V •/ o-inality; they are sent forth for the help of 

parents' who wXmall means and smaller leisure cannot avail themselves 
P ??hp Wer treatises on child training, in the hope that they may induce 
° f h ti think ” We rejoice very much in this thoughtful little volume, 
rpl'^dtxpe^ve enough J he put into the han_ds of cottage parents 
and P very full of wise suggestions, tor example . Do not command 
what you cannot enforce. Do not bully your children into submission. 
When once a thing is forbidden, keep your word We hope our readers 
will give it away freely among the “working parents of their 

^HoTpiTnts Live and Work, by E. Hughes-Gibb (Griffin & Co., 2/6, 
post free) We like Miss Hughes-Gibb’s book very much. The teacher 
using it, with plenty of illustrations, will succeed in giving her children an 
intelligent knowledge of the processes of plant-life. The author does not 
confound simplicity with jocularity; she finds her subject so exceedingly 
interesting that she communicates her own interest to the children. 

Incidents in India , edited by F. W. Pitt (Kegan, Paul & Co.) A 
brightly written memoir of General Alexander’s career in India, and of 
the famous ist Bengal cavalry. The incidents of the Mutiny are always 
interesting, however horrible. Every chapter in this volume, for example, 
contains some record of heroism or fortitude that stirs the blood. 

The Daily Life of Women , by K. B. Sharman (S.P.C.K., 6d.) A 
very sensible, practical little book, reviewing home -making, motherhood, 
our children in school, and afterwards, mistress and maid. Of course, 
such short notices of so large subjects only give scope for a touch- 
and-go treatment, but the little book abounds in practical hints. 

Four Children , in Prose and Verse , by T. Webb (Macmillan, 1/6). 
Mr. Trego Webb knows children. He appreciates their deliciousness, 
the simplicity and mystery that play “ bo-peep 99 about the little folk. It 
is rather disappointing to have enjoyed the baby tales in prose, and 
to find the same tales done into graceful verse, but perhaps we cannot 
have too much of a good thing. 


OUR WORK. 

Natural History Club . — On Tuesday, February 9th, a meeting was 
held at Toynbee Hall, when Mrs. Franklin spoke to the Committee and 
friends of the Children’s Country Holiday Fund on the possibility of 
inducing children sent away into the country to take some intelligent an ^ 
real interest in Nature, and by so doing, rendering their holiday not only 0 
physical but of mental and moral benefit, and of awakening in them a 
o\e and reverence for Nature which should remain a source of j°y 
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look well at a landscape until they have • L - t them 

mind’s eye, and the pictures so obtained mavt l'^ * their 

source of delieht that in Hull a 1 a y be to them an unending 

Thef"" S'?, a " d StreamS ' hi " S “ d valley?,’ or a\L 3 th.“ 
life anLTant ife^b 11 ? 1Carn ° f the reverence Hfe-animal 

“ . P nt llfe ~ b y b emg encouraged to observe and to open their eves 
even >n ever so small a degree, to the infinite wonder and mystery of £ 

sent from the 11 ? . SU f 0n “ d,ng them ' U is a well-known fact that children 
sent from the London slums into the country think the country dull and 

invar, ably S„d thoir way to .he nearest town or railway station A “w 

b/E'ff 1 S n a r t0 WHat r ght bC d ° ne ' n a Very sma11 way were d rawn up 
nfip-ht h Ha ’ C “ rator of the Whitechapel Museum, and these it is thought 

alrfadv Canied . °“ t WItbout involving a very great deal of trouble on the 

nected JthZ c Tl > °^ erburdened Country Visitors and others con- 
nected with the Children’s Country Holiday Fund. 

The suggestions were as follows 

*• th e children gather a leaf of any four of the following trees 

Elm, Oak, Horse Chestnut, Sweet Chestnut, Lime, Larch, Scotch Fir, 
ycamore or Hawthorn These leaves may be pressed between news- 
papers, fastened into the exercise book provided, and the children should 
be encouraged to write a short description of each of the four trees whose 
eaves they have chosen to press. Giving,— 

(1) The date of picking. 

(2) 1 he name of the place where the tree stands. 

( 3 ) Any observations of their own about the surroundings of the 

tree and its general appearance. 

2. Four common flowers may be treated much in the same way. 

3. A sketch map might be made of the garden at the cottage where 
they are staying, with a short description of their favourite flowers. The 
position of these in the garden might be indicated in the map. 

4. Sketches might be made of four plants growing in a vegetable 
garden, with names and descriptions appended. 

5. The older children might keep a Nature Diary, noting down each 
day in their book their observations of the animals and plants they have 
seen, and wherever possible giving a sketch of them, describing their 
walks, the scenery, the sky, the weather, and ground they are walking on. 

Caution . — You are strongly urged to discourage the children from 
making large collections of plants of which they know nothing. If prizes 
are given, they will not be for bulk, but for such exhibits as give evidence 
of intelligence, observation, and careful handling. 

Preve?it by all means in your fower the gathering of our rarer 
flowers . There is ample for the children to learn from the commoner 
trees and flowers. The reckless gathering and throwing away of these 
should be condemned. 

I he chair was taken by Canon Barnett, and after a good deal of discus 

of thanks to Mrs. Franklin. 


S10n . the meeting closed with a cordial vote 
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^ /inti To ex-students. The report on the Natural 

House of Eaucauo . . our ex . stu dents during the past five 

Science and iHanJ® ' encouragin g. Not one handicraft seems to 

years is most cheering ^ not bee n time yet for our Leather- 

have fallen through. ^ -\Vood-carving to work their way, but Book- 
embossing, Repo- - ^ Basket . makin g seem to have succeeded 
binding, Cardboar fact that it encourages children 

very well. W.th regard f „ wn eaUs grea tly ]„ it s favour. 

.oiuven. and carry on motooyhe,^ ^ ^ 

encourage and culti- 

It is the inventive faculty in c ki Children soon begin to 

**«• ?' » me XJTand t “ I preuy design., we get cLefui 
invent their own pa ’ , ti nal va i ue of these employments soon 

and accurate -k ^ edu^cational^^ ^ ^ ^ 

worked’ by teachers and pupils are invariably a success but where they are 
taken up in a half-hearted kind of way they, naturally, do not succeed. 
Th i s j/rarely the case, and the report on the Natural History is most 
gratifying All our ex-students have done something many exceedingly 
well - they are interested themselves and have succeeded ,n making the 
out-door world a delight to their pupils. This is as it should be ; a boy 
who grows up with a strong love for Nature and natural science will 
possess a safeguard against many temptations in after life, and may 
possibly not only lend a hand to science in general but may turn out a 
good scientist himself. Encourage this taste then whenever you can, only 
be on your guard and strenuously set your faces against any collections that 
involve pain and suffering, or that encourage the cruelty so often a part of 

« nnfnro 


Parents' Review School -- The work done in the School in the last 
term of 1896 was distinctly satisfactory. The Examiner’s report points 
to better work in Arithmetic and Grammar throughout the School. 
The Historical and Natural History subjects show thorough work and 
great interest in the pupils. The average of the work has not been 
lowered by any really bad papers. Class IV. work is more thorough, 
thoughtful and altogether of better quality than it has been hitherto. In 
some cases the Natural Science subjects have been neglected in classes 
III. and IV. This is a great pity, and we hope it will not occur again- 
A merely literary education does not open doors to the interests an 
delights of the natural world. The work of the Parents' Review School is 
quite satisfactory only when the pupils are able to take the questions in 
every subject set by the examiners, and to do the work of their particular 
class. 


The Examination Papers for this term will be sent out on April 3rd in 
order that the answers may be sent in well before Easter. Papeis may 
posted as late as the 15th. 

Examination Papers can be returned upon receipt of postage. 


THE 


e.R.” LETTER BAG. 


ln ‘ Edi,0r " f" «. ofinicn ,/ 

Dear Editor, — I think some of your readers mav k i 
they have not already seen, Dr. Jowett’s messa^ . ^ be S lad to read, if 
sick bed. J “ S messa ge to the College from his 

A. H. A. 

“ Most of us have been wanting in the clear desire , ° ctoher , 1891- 

fellow men. At the critical times of life we have not l ° St - Ve G ° d and our 
We have not tried enough to see ourselves as we are or toTr 5 ^! *° ° Urselves - 
truly is. We have drifted with society, instead of form! • i° W lhe WOrld as il 
of our own. We have thought too much of ourselves 

about us We have cared more for the opinion of others, than S theVuTh " XV 
have not loved others in all classes of society, as Thou O Lord h! ,7 7^ 

We have not thanked Thee sufficiently for the treasures of knn l a L ° Ved US * 
opportunity of doing good which Thou has given us in this Jtlrday Weh^ 
womel ourselves too much about the religious gossip of the ave and , h 
considered enough the fixed forms of truth. We have been indolent Ind ha^mlde 
many excuses for falling short m Thy work. And now, O Lord, in these difficult 
t.mes when there is a seeming opposition of knowledge and faith and an 
accumulation of facts beyond the power of the human mind to conceive ; ’and good 
men of all religions, more and more, meet in Thee ; and the strife between classes in 
society, and between good and evil in our souls is not less than of old, and the love 
of pleasure and the desires of the flesh are always coming in between us and Thee • 
and we cannot rise above these things to see the light of Heaven, but are tossed 
upon a sea of troubles ; we pray Thee, be our guide, and strength, and light, that, 
looking up to Thee always, we may behold the rock on which we stand, and be 
confident in the word which Thou hast spoken.” 


Dear Editor,— In reference to the correspondence in your January 
issue re the P.R.S., may I quote from a letter my boy’s schoolmaster 
addressed to me after his first term. He had previously been taught in 
the P.R.S. by a House of Education student. I beg to enclose . . . 
report : 

“ He has been so well taught that there has been no difficulty in teaching him, 
and the good results in this examination are mainly attributable to his previous 
training. He learns easily and digests what he learns with equal or greater ease. In 
Arithmetic he works accurately and intelligently. He was placed in the senior 
division but one in History and Geography. I did not see those papers, but I do 
think the marks are cTeditable. ,, 

Yours faithfully, F. 


Dear Editor,— Would it be possible for you to put me in communica- 
tion with a correspondent (Lane) who wrote in the October number of the 
Parents' Review , saying she had school books to part with ? I should be 
glad to purchase school books suitable for children in Class II. of Parents 
Review School. Yours truly, E. M. Monck. 

Netherfield Vicarage, Battle. 


Dear Editor, — I enclose a leaflet of “ Nature Study, which 
accidentally fell into my hands. I subscribed to the series and have 


